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JOTTINGS

(Or Ed® bit)

What is perceived by some as the biggest threat to the Club in many years hit us at the end of May this year. Fortunately, it will
have no short-term effect on the training or diving activities of the Club but the closing of the bar at the Ken Marriott Leisure Centre
will certainly affect the equally important social side. The longer term, knock-on effect, is difficult to predict, the chats in the bar after
training on a Monday evening, often providing the catalyst for future happenings.

A few sociable stalwarts have retired to The Merchant Inn late on a Monday evening since May and although not ideal this has
proved to be moderately popular. The Club’s negotiations with the Bowling Club across the way as a possible alternative look like
falling at the first hurdle - due to declining attendance they will be closing at 8.30pm over this winter.

The main culprit behind all this doom and gloom appears to be the new (and allegedly expensive) licensing requirements shortly
coming into effect.

The Committee is trying to address the issue before we resume full Monday Evening operations in September and | am sure they
would welcome your ideas.

In the mean time, during the summer recess, the Club will be meeting informally in the Merchant Inn at about 9.00pm on Monday
Evenings until 5 September when normal meetings resume.

May your bubbles ever upwards go!

CHAIRMANG CHAT

Mike May

‘, After a slow start to our Spring/Summer season, we now seem to be busy.

We had a very successful Annual Dinner. The “Experience Scuba” evenings were a little quieter than usual, but
we took on five new members

The Ken Marriott Sports Centre held an “Open Weekend” on 9/10 April which coincided with our first official sea diving trip this year.
The clash of dates was unfortunate, but those on the trip enjoyed it and those of us who remained behind put on a good show to
support the Centre and raise our own profile. At short notice Jonathon put together an audio-visual display and Kristy took names
for Try Divers who are now being followed up for the Experience Scuba sessions on 12" & 19" September. Thanks to Pete and
Jonathon who gave 12 participants a brief taster session in the pool. Rugby FM also gave us some good coverage and a short
interview spot which helped to get a message across.

The Thai restaurant evening, Stoney Cove BBQ and the annual Barbecue/Car Treasure Hunt were all well supported.

Our core activities are, of course, the training, diving and trips. Training has been going very well at Stoney, Portland, the “Blue
Lagoon” Milton Keynes and some have taken an Advanced Boat Handling Course.

Theory Courses for Dive Leader and Sports Diver have been completed and a new Ocean Diver Course is planned for September.

Our diving trips are very popular and generally over-subscribed, but we really could do with some more in addition to the planned
trips to Pembroke, Plymouth and St Abbs.

So let us have some ideas please!

Have many happy returns to the surface!

Michael May

MOLEY® BIT

Just watching and waiting ............c.ooiiiii i,



2005 Committee

Throughout this issue you will see pictures of this years committee. Those that don®have a column are pictured below.

Malin Dixon Andy Bullard lan Marks

Diving Officer Treasurer Secretary

DIVE PLANNER
TRIPS

See attachment
STONEY COVE

CLUB DIVES - 1% & 3" Wednesday Evenings (6:00pm in water) until end October 2005, then 1% &
3" sunday Mornings

Stoney Diving Hours

Mon-Fri 8.30am - 4.00pm Sat-Sun 7.00am - 4.00pm (3.00pm in winter) Wed evening (1% & 3"’) 6.00pm - 9.00pm
More info: www.stoneycove.com
Stoney Cove Charges:- Diverlog Registration £20 for two years

Diver Entrance Fee £12 per session with no Diverlog Card Discounted Entrance Fee £8 with Diverlog Card

TRAINING

Dave Murphy

See attachment for training plan for 2005
Watch the Notice Board on Monday evenings for a full training update

SOCIAL EVENTS

Watch the Club Notice Board on Monday Evenings for details of coming events

E-mail: social@rugbydivers.org

-—

Victoria Dodsley Kristy Jamison




BS-AC West Midlands
Courses

See attachment

Organisers for above courses - Gary & Mandy Asson, 225 Blackberry Lane, Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B74 4JR,
Tel 0121 353 4617 email wm.sdco@bsac.com

Applications should be sent to the above address. Official forms are not required other than for Nitrox Courses but Name, address
and phone number should be included along with a cheque for the TOTAL course fee payable to @SAC West Midlands Coaching
Team®©

Nitrox courses require the use of Nitrox Cylinders. If you cannot borrow or hire cylinders you will need to notify the SDCO, in
advance, so that arrangements can be made to hire equipment on your behalf. You will be notified of the extra cost for this.
Minimum requirements are 2 dive cylinders, 1 of which must contain Nitrox 28 to 36. The other may be on air + a separate AAS
(pony or separate twin for a deco gas). For the course this can be filled with air or Nitrox.

ITS Events

Instructor Training Courses and Exams are booked direct with BSAC HQ on 0151 350 6209. HQ can provide up to date information
on dates available.

The BSAC website provides more information on courses and ITS events both in this region and around the country. Availability of
places can also be checked. Take a look at http://www.bsac.org

The BSAC West Midlands website also provides more information on what is happening in our region.
http://www.westmidlandsbsac.org

SUMMER MONDAY EVENINGS
There will be no formal meetings after July 18 during the summer recess.

Due to the closure of the bar at the Ken Marriott Leisure Centre we will be meeting in
the Merchant Inn (behind Marks & Spencers) at about 9.00pm until the Club resumes
proper on Monday September 5.

If you need kit, talk to John O’Connor or Mike May.

Trips, Stoney Cove etc. will continue as normal — talk to trip organisers or Dave Murphy
for Stoney.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of Rugby Sub-Agqua Club will be held on Monday 7 November 2005 at
the Ken Marriott Leisure Centre at 7.30pm

A formal agenda will be issued nearer the date, but the evening will include the Chairman’s Report from Mike May, the Diving
Officers Report from Malin Dixon and the Treasurers Report from Andy Bullard. There will be plenty of opportunity for questions!

This is also the evening you have the chance to stand for election to the 2005-2006 Committee. Don't forget that all the
Committee posts are up for election. If you're not sure what the job involves, but think you might be interested, contact Michael May
or the existing post holder.

Resolutions affecting the Clubs constitution to be with lan Marks by Monday 3 October

Nominations for Committee to be with lan Marks by Monday 10 October

Other resolutions to be with lan Marks by Monday 17 October




EVER SEE AN ICEBERG FROM TOP TO BOTTOM?

This is awesome! This came from a Rig Manager for Global Marine Drilling in St.
Johns, Newfoundland. They actually have to divert the path of these things away
from the rig by towing them with ships! In this particular case the water was
calm, & the sun was almost directly overhead so that the diver was able to get
into the water and click this pic. Clear water huh? They estimated the weight at
300,000,000 tons. And now we know why they say one picture is worth 1000
words...

And now we also know why the Titanic sank!




A long weekend with you old dive buddy

Those of you who were with the club back in early nineties, may remember a great guy, Hervé (son of Jacques) Deschamps. |
trained with Hervé under Bob Kempton, who was T.O. at the time. Having qualified as Sports Divers we both drove poor John
Cooper (D.0.) to distraction with our antics. Hervé volunteered to be equipment officer. For two years did great a great job getting all
the kit sensibly catalogued and serviced before he had to leave for a new job in the U.S of A.

Now Hervé was always fascinated in the techi side of diving. But he also suffers from awful seasickness. Most of us would give up.
Undeterred Hervé got himself to Florida and joined a cave (no waves down there) diving project called Woodville Karst Plain Project
(WKPP). By the time he returned to France 3 years later, he was a really valued and experienced member of a tight knit Cave
Diving Team dedicated to opening up new caves. Now he lives with his fiancée Patricia in a Spa town call Divonne les Bains
but works just over the border in Geneva (more money, less tax, lucky b*****)  He has joined another cutting edge team, the
European Karst Plain Project (EKPP).

Hervé was kind enough to invite me to come and experience some basic cave diving with him. | recently had the chance to take him
up on the offer. An early finish on a Friday and an Easyjet flight (E44.00 return, you really can®complain at that) saw me in Geneva
at 5.30 pm. We spent the evening in the basement of Hervé’s luxurious apartment complex moving between his 3 storage and
workshop areas where he keeps his 40 odd cylinders, underwater scooters etc. He also modifies all his equipment to his exact
requirements there. We took his compressor and various other interestingly coloured feeder cylinders outside. A couple of
revolutions of a Honda two stroke compressor engine saw me kitted up with twin16 litres, filled with some magic trimix concoction
(don't ask), attached to my good old Buddy TD stab. At this stage | was getting a little concerned. | have never dived on tri-mix, but
on that score | trusted Hervé completely. What worried me was Hervé’s mention of a "steep track” to get to the cave. Those 16 litre
twins weighed a ton. As some of you know, my right knee has definitely passed its sell by date. Still | didn®dwell on it and after a
quick feed of pizza we were of to sleep.

On Saturday we set of early for a 6-hour drive across France in Hervé’s specially (dive) modified VW van to the rugged mountains
20 miles north of Montpellier, to dive in one of his favourite caves called the Gourneyras. The weather was just great. We chatted
about old times as we passed through the stunning scenery. At about midday Hervé pulled of the main road and set off along a
track into some real pine forest wilderness. My heart began to sink as a shear precipice loom on my side of the road dropping
vertically to a river. Hervé’s advice, to undo my seat belt so as to be able to "jump for it" in case of emergency, was taken in good
spirit. However, Hervé then pointed at a slope with the gradient of the Matterhorn, but covered in scree to ensure minimum traction.
He casually mentioned this was the "steep track" we had to take. | really did think this was an example of the famous French sense
of humour. Mountain goats would turn their noses up at this slope.

No such luck!!

What track?

Hervé contemplates with a smile another training run up
the slope.

By now the temperature was in the 30’s. We stopped a few yards away and Hervé set off scree running down the "track" to show
me the way to the cave and check out the viz. | followed gingerly behind. Half way down, just after negotiating the sheer rock face
Hervé had forgotten to mention, we reached a flatter area. This was to be the campsite. By now the look on my face was giving my
apprehension away. Even Hervé , the ultimate "can do" achiever, was getting worried about the alarming amount of lateral
movement my right kneecap showed with each step | took. Anyway we carried on and soaking with sweat reached a shady pool
surrounded on 3 sides by vertical 30 metre rock faces. This was the cave entrance.

We took a quick breather and off we set back to the van. As those of you cursed with dodgy knees will know, uphill is often easier
than down, and thankfully, | found this to be the case. Whilst Hervé cooked up a quick lunch | set off on my first portage, this time at
my own pace, to the campsite. On my return lunch was ready. Now | am a simple soul so a good lunch is usually enough to banish
my gremlins. Then when Hervé also volunteered to carry my 16 litre twins, in exchange for my carry his camping gear, my spirits
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were fully restored. BLESS IM. We spent a long hot and sweaty afternoon playing at being pack mules and by 5 pm all our kit was
set up at the dive site and our camp was ready.

We took an hours break before the dive to have a swim in the pool and cool off. | also made sure the standard diver issue case of
beer was cooling gently in the running river water.

But after all this would the dive be an anticlimax?

Cave Entrance viewed from the Cave Exit
Camp Site

No way José!!!l It was just amazing. Hervé® plan was to go down to 50 metres, have a look around and then come back up again.
(the Rugby Diver Standard Plan). He reckoned about 40 minutes in all. Not being a techi | had no idea what the trimix was good for
but just trusted in Hervé and St Jacques (the patron saint of all divers). We dipped under the surface and were almost immediately
in a huge cavern. We slowly swam down what seemed to me to be a gentle slope. The cavern opened up into cathedral like
proportions with amazing rock formations and colours. The viz was virtually unlimited and | was transfixed as | gently drifted
downwards. | don't know exactly when, but suddenly my AIR computer nagging me with its beeping rudely awakened me from my
dreamlike state. Bloody hell, we were at 40 meters. It felt like 20 to me. | turned round and saw that the gentle slope was in fact
about 45 degrees. Was that small circle of light in the distance really the cave entrance?

Oh well, you have got to trust you buddy, so in for a penny in for a pound, and of | set again following Hervé deeper into the
wonderful cave. By now my computer had shut down. As far as it was concerned | was going to die anyway so it wasn®going to
waste its time beeping at me any more.

As planned we turned round at 50 meters and gently swam back exploring the channels cut into the walls. Hervé tried to get us out
of another narrower exit but it was clogged with debris. Turning a B.F.B. like me round in such a confined space is like turning a
super tanker in the Solent, but as always Hervé managed it with his inimitable aplomb.

We surfaced after a 40-minute dive. Absolutely brilliant.

That night we camped under the stars amongst the pine trees and | drifted off to a well-deserved sleep with a belly full of good camp
food and lots of that nice cold beer.

PRICELESS.

Sunday morning saw us up and working again just after dawn. Uphill was much easier for me and it was nice and cool as well.
Hervé used the portage of the 16ltr twins as part of his training for the 100-mile alpine endurance race he is doing soon. As if
extreme cave diving isn®enough!!!! We were finished before it got really hot, so we took a bit of a break to dry the kit out and finish
the beer, before the drive back.

Job Donel!




On the return journey Hervé kept me fascinated with so many tales of his cave diving, and how so much of what they do is way
beyond anything in the textbooks. Those of you, who know me, will also know that | am not easily impressed. The stuff that these
guys do really is at the edge - and | am impressed. Not by any bravado on their part, because there is none. Its the absolute
dedication, planning and the attention to detail it takes for them to open just a few more metres of cave that leaves you gob
smacked.

Back home | was lucky to meet Hervé’s fiancée Patricia. She had spent the weekend shopping for wedding dresses in Paris, so
everyone was happy. We drank cocktails, demolished more Pizza and chatted as the sun set over the Alps.

Hervé asked to be reminded to you all and sends his regards to all of you who were around at the time, particularly Bob Kempton,
John Cooper, Malin Dixon, Andy Bullard, Pete Robinson, Jerry Roodhouse, Matt Bullen and anyone else who remembers him.

For any of you who would like to know more about his adventures | have included some web sites below.
As for me, | woke up on Monday in France, had breakfast in Switzerland, and EasyJet got me back to my office desk but lunchtime.

Oh yes and my computer is talking to me again - but sometimes | catch it looking at me out of the corner of its eye, in a very
quizzical way.

Now was all that effort worth it for just a 40 minute dive?

YOU HAD BETTER BELIEVE IT BUDDY
Bubble, bubble
Fletch

www.iherve.com, www.ekpp.org, www.wkpp.org

PORTLAND - 9/10 April

Our first dive trip of the season was Portland on the weekend of 9/10 April. Anxious days were spent beforehand checking on the
weather. Forecast was wind from the north with wintery showers. Why could it not have been like the previous weekend with brilliant
sunshine and a warm southerly wind?

Arriving at Portland on Friday the wind was indeed from the north and blowing directly on to the slipway at Castletown. Never the
less our team of intrepid divers turned up on schedule. John P., Wendy G, Richard B., Peter G., Marcus B., John O’'C., and Alan B.
Matt and Victoria Dodsley joined later. Gerald arrived with the RIB in tow earlier than expected. Plans were finalised for Saturday
over the usual generous proportions served by the Breakwater Hotel.

Saturday morning brought a pleasant surprise. The wind had changed to north west and there was no sign of the forecast wintery
showers. Sea was relatively calm close to the breakwater. As planned the RIB was launched before breakfast and the first wave of
divers on their way to Balaclava Bay by nine o’clock with Julie at the controls.

Visibility underwater was about 2.5 metres and there was very little other dive traffic to stir up the site. When the sun broke through
the clouds it was enough to bring a smile to those diving in semi dry suits.

A total of four trips were made during the day, three to Balaclava Bay and one to the central breakwater. The budding dive leaders
in the group were able to carry out some practice in the use of a lift bag with varying degrees of success. Gerald noted to be moving
around in circles underwater, probably connected to the fact that he had unknowingly lost a fin. An attempt to drain Balaclava Bay
into the RIB was thwarted by an improvised temporary (?) bung.

Highlight of the evening was a meal at Ming Wah in Weymouth. Excellent service and a good variety of dishes rounded off a busy
day.

On Sunday morning the first dive took place before breakfast. The RIB was launched early and on its way by seven o’clock.
Weather was again favourable with sunshine and very little water movement in the lee of the breakwater. Again Balaclava Bay was
chosen since it was sheltered and did not have strong tidal flows. More practice with the lift bag and a chance to navigate around
the bay.

Second dive of the day was an attempt to dive the Empress of Erne. We were now joined by two more divers, Daren Mottershead
and Dave Jamieson. The general location of the wreck was correctly identified but unfortunately the “marker buoy” turned out to be
on the end of a string of lobster pots. Must pay more attention to this GPS thing!

Third dive was on the Landing Craft inside the breakwater. Weather was much kinder here than the previous day. Very little diving
taking place by others.

The final trip of the day was an impromptu visit to the wreck of the “Fennel” near Chesil Beach. The wreck was located from
published sightings but underwater visibility was less than two metres.

The RIB was recovered and ready for travel home at 5 pm.



The week end was busy but managed to fit in eight separate trips with all divers given the chance to make four dives. Apprehension
about bad weather had been unfounded. This was a good opportunity for new divers to experience diving from the RIB and an
opportunity for others to re-aquaint themselves with diving in home waters.

Thanks go to those who helped to make the week end a success;- to Gerald for preparing and towing the RIB, to dive instructors for
being available and for helping cover the large number of trips, and to Julie for piloting the RIB.

Dave Murphy.

EXPERIENCE SCUBA

Advance Notice — The next Experience Scuba will take place on Mondays 12
September 2005 and 19 September 2005. If you know anyone interested, names to
Dave Murphy or Andy Bullard.

GOLD?

An item in the Daily Mail! 27/06/05 Mystery last night surrounded claims that a cache of
gold and old coins have been found in an underwater cave somewhere along the
Banffshire coast. Speculation on the location is rife amid claims that the find was made
by a group of divers from the Glasgow area The divers are said to have found gold
granules in cork bottles on a cave floor and to have seen what they think are gold and
silver bars. They are also said to have discovered a selection of worn coins. One is said
to show a figure® head while another has a cross on the flip side. It is thought the cache
may have been washed into the cave from the wrecks of two wooden vessels, which lie
under overhanging rocks. A spokesman for the Receiver of Wrecks said he was unable
to discuss whether or not any find had been registered. "If a find is registered it is
covered by data protection and the Receiver of Wrecks will deal with it accordingly,” he
said. Macduff harbourmaster John West said he knew nothing about the discovery and
was not aware of any recent diving operations from the port. "Somebody told me that
the caves might be in the Portknockie area but | have no idea," he said. An experienced
Banff-based seafarer said: "I understand the divers have formed a salvage company
and | wonder why they made the find public before registering it." Reports claim the
divers took nothing from the wrecks but saw other items in the cave, including glass and
pottery. The group is said to be planning further dives at the site this summer. They
have said they wish to keep the location secret to deter amateur treasure hunters and to
establish the legal position of the find.
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FARNE ISLANDS CLUB HARD BOAT TRIP Junel8-20 2005

NO PUFFINS SIGHTINGS FOR JERRY!

Our thanks go to Peter Robinson (Photo of our figure-head) for taking on the role of
leadership at short notice after he received an email from Jerry Roodhouse to say that he
had been struck by a viral infection and would not be able to come. Commiseration’s and
thanks to Jerry for setting everything up for the rest of us to enjoy. The puffins on the cliff
edge on Staple Island were out in force and were sorry that they did not set get a sighting of
you this time. Jonathan also dropped out the week beforehand, leaving just seven of us.
However, Alan and his son, Craig, joined us for the Saturday and Sunday, and at the end of
the trip Pete used his skills to good effect and negotiated a better financial deal than we had
anticipated. The other participants were John Cooper, Dave Foley, Mike Battaglia, Rosemary
and Martin Gibbs and Stacey Robinson who was hoping to complete her Ocean diver by
immersing herself in the salty waters off Northumberland.

As in previous years we were based at
Beadnell and had five en suite rooms in the
accommodation block and took breakfast
across the road at St Ebbas House, served
by Stan Hall, the founder of Farne Diving
Services. (Photo) The place was packed as
there were two other dive groups staying
there too. By Monday most of the others
had gone. We were allowed the use of two of our rooms until Monday afternoon
which meant that we could stow our luggage out of sight and have the use of the
showers before the journey back to the Midlands. There were several tents and
two RIBS on the grassy expanse in front of the accommodation. Air fills were
available from the air banks installed in the garage at the end of St Ebbas House,
but it was not easy to achieve much above 200 bar.

Evening meals were taken at The Craster Arms. (Photos show Stacey and Mike.
John, Dave, Craig and Alan.) .

On Saturday, we ate in the pub garden enjoying the sunshine, whilst Mike

and Dave watched something essential on television in their room, but

joined us later, by which time some of us were indulging in puddings
which looked better than they tasted.

The pub at Low Newton
by the sea does not
serve meals on Sunday
nights as we discovered
when hoping to make a
group booking. Two
years ago on a cool
September evening, the
group went over there
on a Friday hoping to
eat but it was full. On that occasion we had drinks outside whilst appreciating the
sea views and were able to book for the Saturday. The meals were very good, so
it's worth a visit. Still on the subject of food, as diving gives one an appetite,
the Seahouses cream teas are particularly tasty, and someone beginning with M
has a more than average liking for cream. Rosemary and Martin did not witness
this as they were on a mission to find a book about Benjamin Bunny for their
grandson. There is an amazing shop on Main Street called Barter Books, which
had this Beatrix Potter story together with four others in one attractive volume for
only 60p.

THE DIVING.
Lee Hall
told us
that we
would be
on the
hard boat,
the Hope

of Life.




Eddy was our skipper and he seems the same as ever but he is not happy about
changes to his wheelhouse. These have made more room on the dive deck at the
expense of the dry covered area. Health and Safety have insisted on boards being
positioned to stop divers falling overboard. These can be removed before diving
takes place. (Photo)

Stacey and Dave took it in turns to nestle
into one particular spot.

18 06 05.
We should be ready loaded to leave at 9am from the far steps on the quay at Seahouses.

DIVE 1 BLUE CAPS

After about half an hour's journey we arrived on site. As each buddy pair was ready,
Eddy positioned the boat and we either strode or rolled backwards over the side quite
close to the Blue Caps. There was kelp on the rocks to about ten metres, then plenty of
dead-man’s fingers in white, beige and orange, common sea urchins and several sun
stars and friendly Ballan Wrasse hoping to be fed.

John took Stacey in for her first sea dive.
Other groupings were Mike, Dave and
Pete, Rosemary and Martin, and Craig and
Alan. Craig had brought his Inspiration
rebreather and Alan has been well trained
in being his buddy using this system.
During one surface interval Craig explained
how it works and pointed out all the
features. He was also a knowledgeable
person with whom to discuss and help
identify underwater creatures. Buddy pairs
stayed the same until the end, except for
Pete diving with Stacey on Sunday.

During the surface intervals on Saturday

and Monday, Eddy took us close enough to

the Pinnacles to see the abundant birdlife.
As we approached Mike was heard to remark, “I don't
know how you can carry on eating your lunch, Martin!”,
as the smell of the guano came to us on the wind .

There were guillemots galore, closely packed and standing upright, a few razorbills, and
kittiwakes sitting on nests on narrow ledges (Photo), and the aforementioned puffin crowds
looking in vain for Jerry.
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DIVE 2 Approx. 2pm.WRECK of SS.ANDRE, THE PINNACLES.

The wind had freshened to force three and tending to increase, Eddy was keen for us to get on with it. We used another boat's shot,
which led us to one of two large boilers, one upright and the other on its side. The rest of the wreckage was mostly flattened on the
bottom. The vis. was not good enough for clear photos.

On our return to Seahouses there were lots of eider ducks and ducklings forming big ‘rafts’ in the shelter of the harbour.
19 06 05.

After breakfasting early, we needed to be ready to leave harbour at 8am to be at the site for low slack water. We had some
problems getting away as another boat had come alongside and divers were coming across our deck to reach the steps after their
even earlier dive!

We arrived at the CALLERS at the end of Crumstone Rock with grey skies, wind and a heaving sea which caused a bout of sea
sickness.(Stugeron tablets are an effective preventative) We had hoped to dive the wreck of the Britannia. The dive would have
been possible but getting back on board up the French ladder would have been difficult. So, we and lots of other boats in the area
headed for the shelter of: -

DIVE 3 Approx. 9am. NORTH WAMSES.

There were only forty-five minutes of slack water left so we had to press on
promptly.

There were a lot of other divers around and boats about, so we were glad of our
DSMB'’s at the end.

We also had to raise our arms into a “ten to two” position as a sign that we belonged
to the Hope of Life. Other boats used different pick-up signs.

DIVE 4 THE HOPPER, LONGSTONE ISLAND

The island provided shelter during the surface interval. It was choppy outside its protection zone. There were lots of tourists visiting
the red and white striped lighthouse made famous by Grace Darling and her father in 1832 when they carried out their daring rescue
of shipwrecked mariners.

As each buddy group was ready Eddy took the boat in closer to the rocks where a prompt entry was required. We all had hopes of
encounters with grey seals but Eddy had told us that there were not nearly as many about as in other years. One was spotted
heading into the steep-sided gulley, which leads to an area, which opens out, into a kind of amphitheatre with a flattish rock at the
bottom at twenty metres, known as the Hopper. This sighting was as the last of our group was leaving. Good displays of dead-
man’s fingers brightened the gloom of the dark igneous rocks.

Towards the end of a good scenic dive, when above ten metres we noticed something that reminded us of a hot-cross bun in size
and form but was transparent with a fringe of little hairs around its lower circumference. (Photo). This was later identified “as the

medusa of Staurophora mertensi,

known to be the ‘jellyfish’ phase of

the bottom-dwelling hydroid (Sea

fir). The medusa is responsible for

producing sex cells, and the tiny

larvae, which result from the fusion

of eggs, and sperm eventually settle

on the seabed and grow into

hydroids. However, in the case of

Staurophora the hydroid phase has

yet to be discovered” (G Ackers) So

there’s a challenge for us all!

Near by in open water was a seemingly plain blob of jelly, which on closer inspection had
lines running along its 10cm length, which seemed to flash in a sequence of colours. Craig
later said that this was a comb jelly. (Photo) Ctenophores or “Comb jellies” are so named as
the eight comb plates that run in strips down their bodies are like the teeth of a comb. These
teeth can refract light into rainbow colours as each tooth moves to propel the animal through
the water. They are carnivorous and can eat quite large fish larvae.
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The third transparent creature was a
4cm jellyfish, Cyanea lamarckii with
long delicate trailing tentacles. It was
one of these that managed to brush
beneath Martin’s nose between mask
and regulator and give him a mild
sting. Just as well it was not its larger
relative, The Lion’s Mane jellyfish,
Cynea capillata, which has a severe
sting.

20 06 05

Conditions on Monday were much more favourable. With slack low water being later, we did not have to eat breakfast so early, the
sun shone and the wind had dropped. The only concern was that Dave did not show up for breakfast and no one had seen him.
Shortly before we were due to set off for Seahouses he showed up and explained nonchalantly that he had had to retreat to a
vacated room overnight to escape the noisy snores of his roommate.

DIVE 5 THE CALLERS with the wreck of the BRITANNIA.

An interesting description of this wreck can be found in Dive magazine, July 2005, page 73, which suggests that a good position for
the shot is the bows section which lies around 26metres. We, however, did not have the benefit of a shot line to take us directly to
this ‘8m section of the bow covered with a blaze of orange-and-white dead men’s fingers’. Eddy dropped us in so that we
descended to 10m and then had to make our way down the slope. Rosemary paused to check her camera settings, found that the
knob to change modes would not engage, and with the camera in play-back mode it was therefore useless for that dive. This
distraction caused her to loose sight of the others and to Martin’s annoyance they failed to find more than a small piece of wreckage
at 10m. There was a long, dark rocky slope down with little life apparent except for common sea urchins at regular intervals, which
can graze an area bare. (Photos taken on another dive give an idea of things seen on this dive.. Common sea urchin group and
urchin with rows of tube feet extended) Returning up the slope from 27m disappointments were more than compensated for when
we found a delightfully scenic area with
dead-man’s fingers so prolific that the
rocky outcrops seemed to be lit up by
them. They thrive best where swept by
strong currents, so it was brought home
to us why this dive can only be done at
slack water.(Photo of dead-man’s finger
soft coral + brittle starfish) A shoal of

Pollack were overhead, clearly silhouetted against the surface. Above
10m there were some nice gullies through short kelp, which were fun
to swim through and lots of brittle starfish and a few sun stars. Most of
the others managed to find rather more of the wreck than did the
Gibbs

DIVE 6 THE HOPPER.

With options for dive sites limited by the rising tide we returned to this
one in the hope of having another chance to dive with seals but none
were seen. It is a nice dive in any case.

Eddy taking us close to the bird colonies once more enlivened the
surface interval.

This time we had better photographic opportunities as the bows were only a metre or
so from the base of the cliffs and the sun shone from the right direction. Rosemary,
having sorted out the problem with her camera and put it back in its housing ready for
the dive, could not resist using it for the birds. This proved to be another mistake, as
during the final dive the focus looked blurry and was found to be due to condensation
on the lens. Heating of the set up and subsequent cold immersions are to be avoided.
It meant that a chance to capture a lovely, superbly camouflaged scorpion fish was
lost, and so another lesson was learned the hard way.

All of the dives were between 16 and 28metres. Creatures seen by the group also
included: octopus, hermit and velvet swimming crabs, various starfish, light-bulb sea
squirts, feather stars and anemones.

Rosemary & Martin Gibbs
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2005 West Midlands Region Training Course

Date Course Entry Level Venue BSAC HQ Regional Total course Fee
Registratio Course (Must be sent to
n Fee running book on an event)
costs
4/5 Sept 2005 Search & Recovery Sports Diver Cirencester £12 £38 £50
11 September Practical Rescue Management  Sports Dive Cirencester £12 £23 £35
2005
17/18 Sept 2005  Nitrox (Advanced) Sport + 20 Dives + Basic Nitrox Leamington / £27 £43 £80*
Dosthill
17/18 Sept 2005  Nitrox (Combined) Sport + 20 Dives Leamington / £37 £43 £80*
Dosthill
01 October 2005  Oxygen Administration Club/Ocean Diver Codsall £12 £23 £35
Wolverhampton
02 October 2005  First Aid For Divers Club/Ocean Diver Codsall £12 £13 £25
Wolverhampton
05/06 Nov 2005  Advanced Diver Theory DL (New or old + transition) Evesham £35
13 Nov 2005 Full Face Mask Sports Diver Worcester £52
26 November 2005 Oxygen Administration Club/Ocean Diver Leamington £12 £23 £35
27 November 2005 First Aid For Divers Club/Ocean Diver Leamington £12 £13 £25

@xplosion risk@vreck is probed

An assessment of the risks posed by a shipwreck full of explosives 2km off the Kent
coast has been commissioned by the government.

The American cargo ship USS Richard Montgomery was carrying 1,400 tonnes of
explosives when it grounded and broke in two off Sheerness in 1944.

Experts have said if the wreck exploded it would cause a metre-high tidal wave.

Maritime Minister David Jamieson has revealed a study has been opened into the future
management of the wreck.

®isk to the public®©
The wreck still lies in 15m of water off the mouth of the River Medway, with its masts visible above the surface.

Concern has mounted that further deterioration of the wreck, a collision with another vessel, or a terrorist attack could detonate the
explosives.

Experts have warned such an event would have devastating consequences for the local
coastal population.

In August 2004 a report in the New Scientist magazine said if the ship exploded it would be
one of the biggest non-nuclear blasts ever and would devastate the port of Sheerness.

And in January of this year marine consultants BMT Reliability said, in a report handed to MPs,
that an explosion could happen within 10 years if no action was taken, causing "a risk to the
public" and £1bn worth of damage.

And as long ago as 1970, government tests on the site showed a blast would hurl a 1,000ft wide column of water, mud, metal and
munitions almost 10,000ft into the air.

Mr Jamieson said: "I have recently commissioned work to examine the current risks poised by the ordnance that remains on board.
"The results of this study will inform consideration of possible future management options of the wreck."

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/kent/4349235.stm

15



EQUIPMENT HIRE

RIB
Gerald Garner
£9 per person per day (minimum 4 people) There is no maximum daily total charge and no discount for weekly
hire.
Note that on Club trips, fuel and launch fees are extra, as is any fuel allowance paid to the towing driver (fees
will vary depending on dive and launch sites)

DIVING KIT
John O’Connor
All prices per day
All regulators for use in open water should be complete with dive timer and depth gauge.
No discount for weekly hire.
Please make sure you return hired kit promptly. Failure to do so could have an adverse affect on Club training
or diving.
Also, return cylinders full if possible (there may be a charge if you don’t!). If you are unable to do so, please let
the Equipment Officer know.

£4 for regulator £3 for cylinder £3 for bouyancy compensator | £2 for weight belt and/or

weights

THE SMALL PRINT

PAYMENT - RIB fees should be paid to the trip organiser who will submit full payment direct to Club Treasurer. Diving kit
fees should be paid directly to the Equipment Officer

MEMBERSHIP FEES

Darren Mottershead

FULL MEMBER ABATED MEMBER JUNIOR/STUDENT Membership includes:-
BS-AC £43.00 (Living at same address | BS-AC £17.00 From BS-AC
(£38.00 for CI, OWI, AD) as Full Member) Rugby £40.00 Liability Insurance
(£33.00 for Al, 1™ Class | BS-AC £28.00 Ocean Diver £100.00 DIVE magazine
Diver) Rugby £65.00 HQ Advice
Rugby £65.00 Ocean Diver £100.00 Regional Instruction
Ocean Diver £100.00 From Rugby
Free pool use
Training
Diving

LEARN TO DIVE
WITH RUGBY SUB-AQUA CLUB AND THE BS-AC

If you are not a member, but reading this newsletter has set you imagination going, why not turn that
dream into reality. Give Scuba Diving a try.

Email info@rugbydivers.org

Or come along to the Ken Marriott Leisure Centre at 8.30pm any Monday evening for a chat. We are
there most Mondays except bank holidays. UK Diving, holidays or just to have a go, give us a try.

If you don'’t wish to receive this newsletter please let the Branch Committee know or send an email to:

Whatsbubbling@rugbydivers.org And mark the subject “unsubscribe to WB”
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E Stoney Cove Training
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Experience Scuba 1-2 (7.30pm start)

Ocean Diver Theory 1-7 + Exam (7.30pm start) -

No Dive Club (Holidays)

Sports Diver Theory 1-6 + Exam (7.30pm start)

Dive Leader Theory 1-9 (7.30pm start) 10-12 & Exam (9:00pm start)

Advanced Diver Theory 1-4 + Exam




