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The world's last surviving 16th Century warship has  been awarded a £21m grant.  

Henry VIII's flagship the Mary Rose, housed at Portsmouth's Historic Dockyard, 
was raised from the bottom of the Solent, in 1982.  

Fears the national treasure would be sold for firewood if the funding bid failed 
clouded the 25th anniversary of the ship's raising last October.  

The Heritage Lottery Fund grant will be used to complete its conservation and 
build a museum around the vessel.  

The overall cost of the project will total £20.5m.  

Over 19,000 artefacts recovered from the ship will be on display at the museum, 
which is currently a temporary structure.  
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Admiral John Lippiett, of the Mary Rose Trust, said: "[It] paves the way to complete the long conservation process and 
display the majority of amazing artefacts in a magnificent museum.  

"The learning facilities will be world class and able to meet the huge demand placed upon them by school children and 
students."  

Dame Liz Forgan, chair of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), said: "The Mary Rose is an amazing time-capsule and one of 
our most precious heritage icons."  

The Mary Rose, which sank on 19 July 1545 is the only 16th Century warship in the world to be recovered and put on 
display.  

In 2006, the trust's £13.5m Heritage Lottery Fund bid for the major upgrade of 
the museum failed.  

More than 60 million people worldwide watched the hull of the ship being 
brought to the surface in 1982 after 437 years submerged in the Solent.  

She is estimated to have generated more than £60m since 1982 as one of 
Portsmouth's major tourist attractions.  

The Victorian tea clipper the Cutty Sark, at Greenwich in south-east London, has 
been awarded £10m from the fund.  

The ship was badly damaged by fire in dry dock part way through a £25m conservation project in May last year.  

Story from BBC NEWS: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/england/hampshire/7206775.stm 
 
Published: 2008/01/25 06:09:08 GMT 
 
© BBC MMVIII 

Ed: Worthy of note to newer members is that some of our members were involved in the excavation and recovery of 
artefacts from the Mary Rose prior to it being raised in 1982. 
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Some coral reefs could be protected from the impact s of climate change by an "ocean thermostat", a stu dy 
says.  

Researchers suggest that natural processes appear to be regulating sea surface temperatures in a region of the western 
Pacific Ocean.  

Reefs in the area had only suffered relatively few episodes of bleaching because the naturally warm waters had 
remained stable, they observed.  

The findings appear in the Geophysical Research Letters online journal.  

The study, carried out by scientists from the US National Center for Atmospheric 
Research (Ncar) and the Australian Institute of Marine Science (Aims), appears 
to support a theory that natural processes prevent ocean sea surface 
temperatures exceeding 31C (88F).  

A limit on the amount that water can warm, the team argues, will help protect 
reefs that have evolved in warm waters.  

And reefs found in cooler waters will experience a larger degree of warming, it 
says.  

"Global warming is damaging many corals," lead author Joan Kleypas explains, "but it appears to be bypassing certain 
reefs that support some of the greatest diversity of life on the planet.  

"In essence, reefs that are already in hot water may be more protected from warming than reefs that are not; this is rare 
hopeful news for these important ecosystems."  
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Feeling the heat  

Although reefs are exposed to a number of threats, such as overfishing, pollution and acidification, climate change is of 
particular concern to marine ecologists.  

Unusually warm temperatures can cause "bleaching", which is when coral turns white after expelling colourful 
microscopic organisms that provides the community with its nutrients.  

If the water temperature does not return to normal within a few days or weeks, the bleached coral collapses and dies.  

The researchers say that a region, called the Western Pacific Warm Pool, to the north-east of Australia has only 
experience four episodes of bleaching between 1980 and 2005.  

Sea surface temperatures in the area average 29C (84F), which is near the limit of the so-called thermostat.  

It is suggested that as surface waters warm, more water evaporates, and this can lead to an increase in cooling cloud 
cover and winds.  

"This year is the International Year of the Reef, and we need to go beyond the dire predictions for coral reefs and find 
ways to conserve them," says Dr Kleypas.  

But her Ncar colleague, Gokham Danabasoglu, warns that projections do not 
paint an optimistic picture.  

"Computer models of Earth's climate show that sea surface temperatures will 
rise substantially this century," he says.  

"Unfortunately, these future simulations show the Western Pacific Warm Pool 
warming at a similar rate as the surrounding areas, instead of being constrained 
by a thermostat.  

"We don't know if the models are simply not capturing the processes that cause the thermostat, or if global warming is 
happening so rapidly that it will overwhelm the thermostat."  
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